Description of pain and the degree to which the complaints fit the organic diagnosis of low back pain.
Descriptions of pain were studied in 142 patients with low back complaints using a pain questionnaire derived from Leavitt. Firstly, the structure was determined by means of a principal components analysis for categorical data. The pain words can be grouped into 6 dimensions: evaluation, evaluation-intensity, constancy, sensory-pressing, sensory-pricking and sensory-cutting. A relation was found between the description of pain and the degree to which the complaints fit the organic diagnosis of low back pain. The nature and magnitude of this relation differed between centres.